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Meeting of Experts, 18 to 29 August 2003: Opening
Plenary Session
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May The US Counterproliferation Program Review
Committee (CPRC) releases its annual Report on Activities and
Programs for Countering Proliferation and NBC Terrorism. The
Committee states that “the development of capabilities to counter
WMD terrorist threats is receiving attention throughout [the
Department of Defense, the Department of Energy and the
intelligence community]”. It says that “an integrated
counterproliferation strategy is required, with each component
building on the strength of others”. This strategy, it says, “must
include nonproliferation efforts to prevent countries from acquiring
WMD weapons, counterproliferation programs to deter or interdict
the use of WMD weapons, and finally consequence management
efforts to respond to the use of WMD”. The CPRC is responsible
for making recommendations regarding interdepartmental –
specifically Department of Defense, the Department of Energy,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the intelligence community –
activities and programmes to address deficiencies in capabilities
for countering WMD proliferation and their means of delivery.

1 May In The Hague, during the ongoing CWC Review
Conference [see 28 Apr], NGOs are able to express their views
on the CWC at an Open Forum hosted at the Peace Palace by
the OPCW Technical Secretariat, whose 240 attendees include
OPCW delegates and Director-General Rogelio Pfirter.  The
keynote address is made by retired Ambassador Adolf von
Wagner of Germany, who had chaired the decisive final year of
the CWC negotiation.  Also making presentations are: Sergey
Baronowsky, President of Green Cross Russia, on the subject
of ‘Chemical Weapons Destruction in the Russian Federation’;
Paul Walker of Global Green, on ‘Chemical Weapons Destruction
in the United States’; Nicholas Sims from the London School of
Economics, on ‘Status of Implementing Legislation’; René van
Sloten from the International Council of Chemical Associations,
on ‘Article VI: Activities not Prohibited’; and both Christopher
Murphy of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry
and Graham Pearson, a Visiting Fellow of the Department of
Peace Studies at Bradford University, who discuss the ‘Impact
of Scientific Developments’. A panel discussion follows on ‘The
Chemical Weapons Ban and the Use of Incapacitants in Warfare
and Law Enforcement’, a controversial subject largely neglected
by the Review Conference itself. The panel comprises: Robin
Coupland of the International Committee of the Red Cross; Daniel
Feakes of the Harvard Sussex Program; and Malcolm Dando of
the Bradford University Department of Peace Studies.
Ambassador von Wagner’s keynote address had been devoted
to the topic of this panel.

1 May The UK journal Nature publishes the complete
genetic sequence of the Ames-strain anthrax bacterium, the

result of four years of research by a team led by Timothy Read
at the Institute for Genetic Research, Rockville, Maryland.

1 May In Langley, Virginia, there is a ceremony to mark
the opening of the Terrorist Threat Integration Center. Comprising
counter-terrorism analysts and agents from the Central
Intelligence Agency and the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
the Center will act as the hub for analysing terrorism-related
intelligence. It will operate from the Central Intelligence Agency’s
headquarters until May next year, at which time it will be relocated.

1 May Off the coast of California, US President Bush
alights from a fighter jet onto the aircraft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln to declare an end to “major combat operations in Iraq”.
His only comment on the reason for going to war is: “We have
begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons,
and already know of hundreds of sites that will be investigated”.

3 May In Mumbai, India, police seize a quantity of cyanide
from two military training centres during an operation to arrest
six members of the Students Islamic Movement of India, which
is suspected of having carried out a recent bombing. Additional
Commissioner of Police Rakesh Maria later says that the prime
conspirator in the bombings, Saquib Nachan, had looked into
contaminating reservoirs around Mumbai with cyanide, stabbing
people with knives dipped in the chemical, and mixing it with
certain acids before releasing it into the atmosphere.

5 May Timor-Leste deposits its instrument of accession
to the BWC with the USA, thereby becoming the 150th party to
the Convention.

5 May In Baghdad, US troops arrest Iraqi microbiologist
Huda Salih Mahdi Ammash. Ammash – dubbed “Mrs Anthrax”
by the media – is believed by western intelligence to have
masterminded the reconstitution of Iraq’s biological warfare
programme after the 1991 Gulf War. During the 1980s Ammash
was awarded a masters of science degree in microbiology from
Texas Women’s University at Denton and a doctorate in
microbiology from the University of Missouri-Columbia.

5 May In Moscow, Zinoviy Pak, deputy chairman of the
Russian State Commission for Chemical Disarmament, tells
reporters that the construction of the chemical weapons
destruction facility at Kambarka has already begun, with German
financial assistance. Germany has stated its readiness to allocate
•32 million this year for the construction of the chemdemil facility
which will destroy the more than 6,000 tons of lewisite stored at
Kambarka. Pak says: “The construction of the facility in
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